
Powers of the Three Branches 

According to the US Constitution 
 

Powers of Congress 
collect taxes 

borrow money and pay debts 

control trade (tariffs and boycotts) 

citizenship and bankruptcy 

coin money 

regulate weights and measures 

punish counterfeiting 

award patents and copyrights 

create inferior federal courts 

punish maritime crimes, grant letters of marque and reprisal 

provide for postal roads 

provide for military 

directly govern Capital 

elastic clause: “to make all laws necessary and proper for carrying into           

              execution the foregoing powers” 

 

 

Powers of the President 
commander-in-chief of armed forces 

negotiate treaties, get Senate ratification 

grant pardons 

nominate cabinet members 

see that laws are faithfully executed 

appoint ambassadors and judges 

 

 

Powers of the Federal Courts 
suits involving federal laws 

suits between states 

maritime and international cases 

appellate jurisdiction for other cases, except if Congress excludes it from  

              the courts 

 
 

 


