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Also part of the Reconstruction were the 13™-15" Amendments (which the states had to ratify before readmission): 13"
(Dec 1865) abolishing slavery; 14" (July 1868) granting citizenship to freed slaves; 15" (February 1870) granting voting
rights.

Notable in the battle over Reconstruction were several pieces of legislation, passed over Johnson's vetoes (in addition to
those mentioned above): the Civil Rights Act of 1866 (essentially the text of the 14" Amendment), the Command of the
Army Act (forcing the President to direct orders to military only through the General of the Army), and the
Tenure of Office Act (forcing the President to get Senate approval for firing any cabinet members).



