
Fall of the Roman Republic 
 

 
Military showed a 

greater willingness 
to coerce the senate 

to give them 
commands. Civil war 
between rome and its 
allies, against non-
citizen Italian cities, 
got many used to 

fighting traditional 
roman legions. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The Senate was 

jealous of the power 
of generals, and 

didn’t want to share 
land with the 

landless soldiers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equestrians (the 
wealthiest Romans) 
wanted to pursue 

loans and tax farming 
contracts in the 
provinces, without 

interference from the 
Senate. 

 
After the Second Punic 
War (218-202 BC), more 
and more land in Italy 
was farmed by slaves, 
outproducing the small 
farmer.  This created a 
large segment of the 

population without land. 
Soldiers who didn’t own 
any land were taken into 
the army; after fighting 
for several years, they 

came back to rome 
expecting land 

allotments as a reward 
for their service. 

 
 

 


